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12. A system for facilitating e^ctronic commerce comprising: 




participants from a data packet network; 
t protocol to provide simultaneous access to 

brmation, said participant information 



means for interfacing a plurality < 

means for processing a data packe 
said plurality of participants; 

means for verifying participant 
including payment information; 

means for storing offers from saSd plurality of participants; 

means for providing access to spid offers from said plurality of participants to 
other participants; 

means for participants to accent offers from other participants; 

means for processing payment information associated with said transaction; and 

means for notifying a participant that an offer has been accepted. 

13. The system of clairrf 12 turfitier g ompns mg: 
electronic mail means for providing imormatiorato said plurality of participants. 



n 



14. The system of cMm 12 furtaer comp^ing: 

mapping means for mapping informffliop^out said offers from said plurality of 
participants to a hypertext transport protocol in a predetermined presentation format. 



15. A system for mcilitating electronic commerce transactions comprising: 

a participant interface means for providing a hardware independent presentation 
format for a plurality of participant in a data packet network; 

a process interface fo receive offers from said plurality of participants; 

a verification meaps to verify payment information for said plurality of 
participants, said system accepting offers from a participant in response to the receipt of payment 
information from said participant, and 
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^ offer presentation means for providir 

^(^/VCi . plurality of participants, said offer presentation i 
predetermined participant to receive said offers 



information. 




to said offers received by said 
providing a secure cormection for a 



16. The system of clai^ 15 further comprising: 

transaction means fo^rocessing^ayment information associated with said offer. 

17. The SY^Qtn of claim |^ lurtne/ compnsmg: 
said paym^t information is ^edit^ard account information. 

The system of claim 15 wherein said payment information is account 



111 



users; 



19. A system for facilitating electronic commerce transactions comprising: 

means for interfacing a plurality of data packet network users; 

means for tracking account information for said pluraUty of data packet network 



means for returning interest on positive balances in said accounts of said plurality 
of data packet network users; and 

means for deducting from said accounts from said plurality of data packet 
network users in response to accepted offers made by said plurality of data packet network users. 



20. The system of claim 19 wherein interest paid on said accoxints is from 
investment in U.S. treasury notes. 

21 . The system of claim 19 further comprising: 

means for receiving offers from said plurality of data packet network participants; 

and 

means for associating said offers from said plurality of data packet network 
participants with said account information.— 



